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Ref: PRESENTATION BY RESOURCES AGENCY OF PROJECT EVALUATIONS FOR
FY 2001-02 ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT AND MITIGATION PROGRAM

Issue:  Attached is the list of projects recommended by the Resources Agency for funding from the
Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program Fund.  The Resources Agency list consists of 31
projects in the northern counties, totaling $7.2 million and 49 projects in the southern counties, totaling
$12.2 million.  The Commission will select projects from this list to be awarded grants, in accordance
with the funding level provided in the 2001-02 Budget Act.  Resources Agency staff will be at the June
meeting to discuss how this list was developed.  The Commission is responsible for awarding grants to
projects recommended by the Resources Agency.  Commission staff expects to bring a final
recommendation of projects for Commission action at the July meeting.

Background:  The Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation (EEM) Demonstration Program was
established as part of the 1989 Transportation Blue Print Legislation.  It was the intent of the
Legislature, commencing July 1, 1991, to allocate $10 million annually for 10 years to the EEM
Demonstration Program Fund.  Senate Bill 117 (Statutes of 1999, Chapter 739) transformed the 10-
year EEM Demonstration Program to a permanent EEM Program funded at $10 million a year.  The
proposed 2001-02 State Budget currently contains $10 million for the EEM Program.  Under the EEM
Program, the Resources Agency is responsible for:  developing and adopting procedures and criteria
(attached); evaluating grant proposals; submitting a list of projects recommended for funding; and finding
that those projects are eligible for funding under Article XIX of the State Constitution.  In accordance
with the provisions of Section 187 and 188 of the Streets and Highway Code, an attempt is made to
allocate 40% of the total amount recommended to projects in northern counties and 60% of the total
amount to projects in southern counties.

The EEM Program is designed to undertake "environmental enhancement and mitigation projects that
are directly or indirectly related to the environmental impact of modifying existing transportation facilities
or for the design, construction, or expansion of new transportation facilities."  Eligible projects may
include:

• highway landscaping and urban forestry projects to offset carbon dioxide emissions;
• acquisition or enhancement of resource lands to mitigate the loss or detriment of resource lands

within transportation rights-of-way;
• roadside recreational opportunities, including roadside rests, trails, trailheads, and parks;
• environmental mitigation or enhancements for transportation projects beyond the scope of the
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Local, state, and federal agencies and non-profit entities are eligible to pursue grants under this program.
The statute sets a maximum limit of $5 million for any one grant.  However, the Resources Agency has
administratively restricted the maximum grant to $250,000, with a few exceptions for particularly
important and well-qualified projects.


















































